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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application, as amended, in 
view of the following remarks. 

Claim 1 relates to an electrophotographic photoreceptor which is suitable for a 
reverse developing method in an electrophotographic image forming apparatus which 
comprises a contact charger. 

Claim 10 relates to an electrophotographic image forming apparatus, comprising a 
developing device which reversely develops the electrostatic latent image. Claim 50 claims 
that the charging device is a contact charger. 

Claim 20 relates to an electrophotographic process cartridge, wherein said developing 
device which reversely develops the electrostatic latent image is present. Claim 51 relates to 
the electrophotographic process cartridge, wherein said charging device is present and is a 
contact charger. 

Claim 29 relates to an electrophotographic image forming method in which the 
electrostatic latent image is reversely developed. Claim 53 relates to the 
electrophotographic image forming method, wherein the photoreceptor is charged using a 
contact charger. 

None of Kutami et al Fuiimura , Kanoto, Kakuta, JF998, or JP'890 fail to disclose or 
suggest an electrophotographic photoreceptor which is suitable for a reverse developing 
method in an electrophotographic image forming apparatus which comprises a contact 
charger, an electrophotographic image forming apparatus, comprising a developing device 
which reversely develops the electrostatic latent image, an electrophotographic process 
cartridge, wherein said developing device which reversely develops the electrostatic latent 
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image is present or an electrophotographic image forming method in which the electrostatic 
latent image is reversely developed. 

JP'998, or JP'890 do not want to change their electro-conductive substrate is as they 
are not concerned with improving the properties of the electro-conductive substrate. Even if 
Kutami et al was combined with JF998, or JP'890 , the present invention cannot result. 

It is described in the Examples of Kutami et al that "clear images were obtained free 
from the deposition of the toner particles on the background," wherein the images were 
produced using a scorotron charger using a normal (posi-posi) developing method for the 
copying machine because a halogen lamp was used for forming an electrostatic image. 

When a photoreceptor having Kutami *s aluminum drum is used for a copying 
machine using a contact charging roller and/or a reverse developing method, abnormal 
images such as black spot images and background fouling are easily formed because of 
leaking of a potential of a portion of the photoreceptor corresponding to the joint of the 
aluminum drum because the charger is contacted with the photoreceptor. As a result, 
abnormal images such as black spot images and background fouling are formed on the 
leaking portion because a reverse developing method is used. 

In view of the above, the rejections of record should be withdrawn. 

Regarding the objection to Claim 49 (now included in Claim 1), Applicants wish to 
point out that not every photoreceptor is suitable for reverse developing and thus this 
limitations is proper. 
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Applicants submit that the present application is now in condition for allowance and 
early notice of such action is earnestly solicited. 
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